lSo                   Pope Pius XI
liberty to out-mode such virtues as poverty, obedience
and chastity.
Many think that the Vatican's outburst was not un-
necessary, since America was on the point of starting
a new series of ideals for Humanity, but from that day to
this no Pope has spoken out. The reason would seem to
have been that America has provided an ever-increasing
supply of funds and an ever-increasing supply of mission-
aries.
Some time ago the Catholic bishops decided to come
together and form themselves into a body called the
National Catholic Welfare Conference. This consisted
of a group of bishops a hundred in number, who were to
meet annually in Washington and discuss various religious
matters. Rome never looked on it with great favour, and
immediately after the death of Benedict XV it was
announced that Pius XI had signed a decree dissolving this
body, because it was one of the decisions made by Pope
Benedict just before he died, and the new Pope wished to
honour all the late Pope's last decisions. There is every
reason to believe that this was not the case, and that the
documents purporting to cover this decision were slipped
in amongst Pope Benedict's papers immediately after his
death, unknown to Pope Pius.
The result was that after an American cardinal had
placed the matter before the new Pope, and after he had
looked into it more in detail himself, he took the un-
precedented step of counteracting his own order, and
suggesting that the National Welfare Council should after
all be continued. But it was subject to the following
interesting regulations; first, that it should be entirely
voluntary for allj secondly, the bishops should not meet